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F O U N D A T I O N  

From Gail Rothman, Executive Director, Decatur Education Foundation

Turning Great Ideas into Real 
Programs and Opportunities 

Five years ago, my son, then in the third grade, had an idea. 
It was winter break, and he and his younger brother were 

looking for something to fi ll the time. They decided it might 
be fun to start a newspaper for kids in the neighborhood. 

He brought his idea to a very supportive teacher who knew just 
what to do. 

One good idea, one caring educator, and one mini-grant from the 
Decatur Education Foundation – and The Kids Times was born. 

It’s now fi ve years later, and The Kids Times continues to thrive. 
More than 80 students work on staff, and the paper has captured several media awards 
and generated more than a little money for charity.

I didn’t know it at the time, but this is what the Decatur Education Foundation does: 
Helps turn great learning ideas into reality, all for the purpose of helping Decatur’s chil-
dren realize their full potential. See Great Ideas on page 2
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When an elementary school teacher 
has a great idea for enhancing the expedi-
tion her students are working on, DEF 
is there. When a high school counselor 
recognizes that some students need help 
paying for an SAT prep course, DEF fi lls 
the need. When a school administrator 
realizes that prepaid cell phones would 
enable parents in homeless families to 
stay connected to their children’s school, 
DEF steps in to help.

And when an instructional coach 
knows that just a little extra tutoring 
would enable students to reach – or even 
exceed – grade levels in reading, DEF 
bridges the gap.

For nine years, in cases likes these and 
so many more, DEF has supplied that 
missing piece needed for something im-
portant to happen. We’ve done that by 
raising and distributing funds, enabling 
volunteers to share their time and talents, 

and connecting people in our community 
whose support makes the difference be-
tween a good idea and a dream fulfi lled.

The past year has been one of exciting 
changes and transitions at the Founda-
tion. After years of gaining strength and 
momentum under the administrative 
auspices of City Schools of Decatur, we 
knew it was time for us to stand more in-
dependently. At the close of 2008, DEF 
stepped out on its own, though we 
continue to work in close part-
nership with our community’s 
schools. I am honored to have 
been named the Foundation’s 
fi rst full-time executive direc-
tor. Most importantly, we have 
engaged in 
a strategic 
planning 
pro-
cess to 
chart our 
course for 
the future.

The Decatur Education Foundation 
is poised to build on the strong history 
that has been established and reach out 
to new segments of our community. This 
annual report offers some ideas on how 
we’ll do that. It showcases some of the 
wonderful ideas that became real pro-
grams and opportunities for our children.

We hope it will inspire you to continue 
providing the support that you have 

given DEF in the past – or to be-
gin supporting an organization 
that you may not have known 
much about.

I’m available to talk with 
anyone who wants to fi nd out 

how to help all of Decatur’s 
youth realize their full potential. 

Call me at 404-377-0641 or 
email me at 

gail@decatureducationfoun-
dation.org.

For our children and youth,

Gail Rothman

Great Ideas
continued from page 1

DEF Sponsors Special Day at the 
Book Festival for Decatur StudentsBook Festival for Decatur Students Photos by Michael Curtice

Students at City of Dectur Schools each year trek to 
the square on the Friday before the AJC Decatur 
Book Festival to hear presentations from authors 
and to enjoy hands-on activities related to books 
and the joy of reading. Students in kindergarten 

and fi rst grade are visited by authors in their classrooms. This 
special day for students is made possible by Decatur Educa-
tion Foundation’s sponsorship of the Decatur Book Festival .
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Foundation Friend: 
Arthur Ratliff

Last May, Louise Purcelle and her 
friends in the Clairemont-Great Lakes 
neighborhood opened a lemonade 
stand during the neighborhood’s 
annual yard sale. They planned 

on donating their proceeds to a charity. 
Because Louise and her friends loved 
the book fair at their school, Louise de-
cided to give the $28 they made from 
selling lemonade and cookies to the 
Decatur Education Foundation. Her 
reason: She wanted other children to be 
able to enjoy buying books as well. Lou-
ise is now a third grader at Clairemont 
Elementary.

The Book Club, an initiative begun 
by the Decatur Business Association, 
supplies funds that help students in 
kindergarten through fi fth grade to 
build their own personal libraries. Ap-
plications for funds are made by school 
principals.

Lemonade Stand Leads to 
Extra Sweet Gift for DEF

Tony Powers, chair of the 
Decatur Education Foun-
dation Board of Directors 
for the past two years, 
oversaw a period of tran-

sition that resulted in the hiring of the 
Foundation’s fi rst full-time executive 
director, moving to new offi ce space 
in downtown Decatur and reaffi rming 
the Foundation’s commitment to the 
children of Decatur. 

Knowing that Tony is an avid gour-
met chef, the Board chose to honor 
his service by purchasing industrial 
food processors to be used by the 
students in the culinary arts program 
at Decatur High School. The mixers 
will allow students to be trained on 
restaurant-quality equipment and 
give them real-world skills to ensure 
their future success. 

Outgoing Board Chair Honored with a Culinary Gift

sition that resulted in the hiring of the 

in downtown Decatur and reaffi rming 

Knowing that Tony is an avid gour-

students in the culinary arts program 

give them real-world skills to ensure 
Tony Powers with DHS culinary arts students and culinary arts instructor Dana Kinney (second from left).

Photo by Michael Curtice

Louise Purcelle and friends donated 
proceeds from their lemonade stand to DEF.

Arthur Ratliff with Tony Powers

Every picture tells a story and 
thanks to Foundation Friend and 
professional photographer Arthur 
Ratliff, DEF has been able to share 
wonderful moments of student 
engagement and learning op-
portunities with our constituents 
including the photos of the Tour 
deCATUR Road Race on page 
10.
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If you’re hoping that you’ll some-
day have a robot to help you 
around the house, then keep an 
eye on a group of Renfroe Middle 

School students. They just might be the 
ones who build it.

The students, all members of a club 
called STEMCELL (which stands for 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics Club to Encourage the 
Love of Learning), participated in the 
fi rst Lego League Robotics Competi-
tion during the 2008-09 school year. 
Despite having never participated in 
“competitive robotics,” the Renfroe 
students emerged as a force to be reck-
oned with. Each of the school’s three 
teams captured honors and accolades, 
and one even made it to the statewide 
fi nals.

A $1,000 mini-grant from the Decatur 
Education Foundation proved to be a key 
catalyst for launching the robot engineers 
of STEMCELL. The funds helped buy 
materials, print team T-shirts, and cover 
registration for the competition. The 
DEF mini-grant was also leveraged into 
a $1,000 donation from local engineer-
ing fi rm Merlab and a $500 gift from an 
anonymous donor. 

“The funds were needed because stu-
dent interest was so high,” says Lew 
Lefton, the parent coordinator for STEM-
CELL. “We had 30 students join the club 
early in the year, and competition rules 
limit the teams to just 10 members.” 
Renfroe’s three teams were imaginatively 
named Diez Legos, Dancing Jalapeños 
and Legologists.

In building the robots, the students 
worked after school for an hour and 
a half each Thursday. “Because the 
theme was Climate Connections, the 
robots had to accomplish climate-
related missions,” explains Kevin 
McMahon, who teaches science at 
Renfroe. “So the students worked 
on a research project that involved 
identifying a climate-related problem 
that affected the Atlanta area, com-
municating with people around the 
world who were experiencing similar 
problems, and developing and sharing 

a solution.”

The Renfroe students arrived at the 
regional qualifi er competition in De-
cember ready to wage battle against 
26 other teams, many of which had 
competed before. Diez Legos placed 
third in Technical Robot Design and 
Dancing Jalapeños captured fi rst place 
in teamwork. 

As for the Legologists, they didn’t 
place in any single category but their 
high collective score allowed them to 
advance to the Super Regional quali-
fi ers in Warner Robins, Ga.

In January, days before the Super 
Regional, the Legologists met to work 
on their robot, only to fi nd that their 
project board was missing. 

“The coaches kept up a frustrated 
search for quite a while,” McMahon re-
calls, “but the kids simply started from 
scratch to build a new project board. 
They showed really great teamwork 
– and they were still gluing things to-
gether during the car ride to the tour-
nament.”

The students’ energy and effort paid 
off: out of 40 teams competing, Ren-
froe’s Legologists placed third. Their 
research project, technical presentation 
and performance of their robot pro-
pelled them into the state competition 
at Georgia Tech, the Big Dance of Lego 
Robotics.

McMahon says that while the Lego-
logists “performed well at 

Georgia Tech, un-
fortunately that was 
where our season 
ended.” But no one 
was unimpressed with 
the accomplishments 
of all three teams, 
faring so well among 
250 teams statewide in 
their inaugural season 
of robotics competi-
tion.

Whiz Kids: Renfroe Students Win 
Acclaim in ‘Competitive Robotics’

mini-grant stories
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logists “performed well at 

their inaugural season 
of robotics competi-
tion.

fi nals. In building the robots, the students 
worked after school for an hour and 
a half each Thursday. “Because the 
theme was Climate Connections, the 
robots had to accomplish climate-
related missions,” explains Kevin 
McMahon, who teaches science at 
Renfroe. “So the students worked 
on a research project that involved 
identifying a climate-related problem 
that affected the Atlanta area, com-
municating with people around the 
world who were experiencing similar 
problems, and developing and sharing 

a solution.”

Renfroe’s Dancing Jalapeños The Legologists

Diez Legos
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mini-grant stories
Every Picture Tells a Story
Mini-grant enables Oakhurst teachers to weave Spanish and Art into Expedition

mini-grant stories

During the spring of 2007, 
Frank Valerio and Mikki 
Durkin, Spanish language 
teachers at Oakhurst El-

ementary, teamed up with art teacher 
Amy Evans on an idea to weave Span-
ish and art into expeditionary learning: 
They would teach Oakhurst students 
how to make arpilleras. 

Exquisitely detailed hand-sewn 
three-dimensional textile pictures, 
arpilleras originated in Chile, where 
women political prisoners used them 
to camoufl age notes sent to helpers 
outside. They have become an integral 
part of the region’s rich story-telling 
tradition. The teachers recognized that 
arpilleras would make a lovely piece 
of that year’s second-grade expedition, 
“Everyone Has a Story,” while also 
enabling children to make cross-disci-
pline connections.

With a mini-grant from DEF for 
$1,500, Valerio, Durkin and Evans 
purchased the supplies that helped 
them turn their idea into deed. These 
inspired and inspiring teachers began 
the project 

by working with the three second-grade 
classes to create rough drafts of three ar-
eas of the Decatur community. The class-
es eventually selected one design each for 
their fi nal products. The arpilleras they 
created were beautifully detailed pieces 
that told stories about 
life in the community of 
Decatur. 

The students created an-
other set of arpilleras dur-
ing the second semester. 
These were science-based 
and focused on the second 
grade’s “Sun, Moon, and 
Stars” expedition. 

The project’s effective-
ness was apparent in the 
students’ fi nely crafted fi nal products and 
in how proud they were of their work. 
The classes donated three of the six arpill-
eras to the PTA Spring Fling fundraiser. 
These pieces created quite a buzz during 
the auction and brought in more 
than $1,000. This money went back 
into the school system, further con-

necting art and Spanish to the 
community. The classes eventu-
ally used their designs to col-
laborate on another project, 
an investigation titled “Murals 
Tell Stories.” Students re-
searched mural painting, 
then helped design and 
create the mural that now 
decorates the downstairs 
hallway of Oakhurst 
Elementary. The mural 
was completely student-

generated, and was their interpretation 
of the Decatur community and how both 
Spanish and art connect with their lives. 

Oakhurst’s second-grade expedition 
deftly incorporated language arts and 
social studies. It also met several key 

GPS standards and 
satisfi ed curricular 
objectives in both 
Spanish and art. The 
teachers incorpo-
rated math, science, 
and social studies 
into their Spanish 
and art instruction, 
providing the stu-
dents with more op-
portunities to master 

the GPS during the academic day. “We 
feel that we were able to facilitate more 
student participation and academic suc-
cess through this project,” said one of 
the teachers.

    With a mini-grant 
from DEF for $1,500 
Valerio, Durkin and 
Evans purchased the 
supplies that helped 
them turn their idea 
into deed.

These pieces created quite a buzz during 
the auction and brought in more 
than $1,000. This money went back 
into the school system, further con-

necting art and Spanish to the 
community. The classes eventu-
ally used their designs to col-
laborate on another project, 
an investigation titled “Murals 

inspired and inspiring teachers began 
the project 

necting art and Spanish to the 
community. The classes eventu-
ally used their designs to col-
laborate on another project, 
an investigation titled “Murals 
Tell Stories.” Students re-
searched mural painting, 
then helped design and 
create the mural that now 
decorates the downstairs 
hallway of Oakhurst 
Elementary. The mural 
was completely student-

The poster at left describes 
the procedure for creating 
an arpillera, a three-
dimensional textile 
picture. At right is a 
detail from one of the 
Oakhurst students’ 
creations.
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Mini-Grant Brings Off-Site Enrichment 

Fifth Grade Students Make History 
Learning About Infl uential Scientists

L ast year, with help from a 
 mini-grant from DEF, Oakhurst 
 Elementary’s Exceptional 
 Student Services teacher Tif-

fany Moody developed a program pro-
viding community-based instruction 
for students with disabilities. Over the 

course of the year, the students went on 
several outings into the community, where 
they were exposed to various settings and 
gained invaluable real-world experience.

Every day for a week, four students 
were taken to a MARTA station, where 
they practiced purchasing tickets and 
then using these tickets to ride the train 
or bus to get to destinations throughout 

the city. By the end of 
the week, two of the 
four students could place 
exact change in the ma-
chine and retrieve their 
tickets independently. 
One of the students was 
able to navigate the group 
to the turnstyle and down 
the steps to where people 
wait for the train. 

At the DeKalb Farmers 

Market, students explored different sec-
tions in the store and interacted with 
employees behind the counter. They 
selected several items for making fruit 
salad, and unloaded these items from 
the cart during checkout. Two of the 
students helped the teacher count out 
dollar bills to purchase the items.

Only two students participated in the 
bowling trip, which allowed the teachers 
to work very closely with them. By the 
end of the trip, the students were inde-
pendently retrieving the ball but con-
tinued to need help with placing their 
fi ngers in the holes.

Students also traveled to Stone Moun-
tain’s Great Barn, where they enjoyed a 
sensory experience; the Center for Pup-
petry Arts, where they worked hard on 
their take-home souvenirs (a fi sh pup-
pet); and the Georgia Aquarium.

Last spring, fi fth graders at 
Glennwood Academy intro-
duced their school commu-
nity to a group of infl uential 

scientists and educated them on how 
these individuals have made a differ-
ence in the world. This living history 
museum, funded by a mini-grant from 
DEF, was the result of a semester-long 
research project led by fi fth-grade 
teacher Theresa Schilling.

At the beginning of the year, the 
students in Ms. Schilling’s class each 
picked a historic fi gure they felt had 
had a signifi cant impact on our world. 
They chose, among others, a psychia-
trist who specialized in schizophrenia, 
a crypto zoologist, a doctor who was 
an expert on autism, and an anthro-
pologist who researched Egyptology. 

They then set out to re-
search these people. The 
grant also covered books 
the students used to do 
their research.

When the students had 
gathered enough informa-
tion about their research 
picks, they then became 
these scientists and invited 
other students and teachers 
at Glennwood to visit their 
living history museum. The 
“scientists” talked about their 
research with museum visitors and an-
swered questions.

“The project was fabulous because stu-
dents were able to self-select a topic they 
felt made a difference in the world,” said 
Ms. Schilling. “Through their research 

then using these tickets to ride the train 
or bus to get to destinations throughout 

the city. By the end of 
the week, two of the 
four students could place 
exact change in the ma-
chine and retrieve their 
tickets independently. 
One of the students was 
able to navigate the group 
to the turnstyle and down 
the steps to where people 
wait for the train. 

At the DeKalb Farmers 

they were able to 
decide if the topic they selected did 
impact our world, and how.” Not only 
did the project reinforce the students’ 
research and inquiry skills, but it was 
also experiential and fun, as well as 
educational for the school community 
at large.

mini-grant stories

Learning About Infl uential Scientists

they were able to 

Students enjoy a trip to the DeKalb Farmers Market
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mini-grant stories
Noah’s Ark Service Project 
Benefi ts Animals and Children

Evidence, the zebra found in-
jured on the side of I-75 in 
April 2008, was one of the 
benefi ciaries of a year-long 

service project carried out by Alison 
Mansfi eld’s Pre-K class. DEF awarded 
the class a mini-grant to fund their 
work with the nonprofi t organization 
Noah’s Ark, a care home for foster 
children and an animal rehabilitation 
center, where Evidence was taken af-
ter recovering from his injuries. With 
money from the grant, the class took 
three fi eld trips to Noah’s Ark and 
completed a variety of projects to help 
the animals and children.   

During the fi eld trips, the students 
learned about the rehabilitation of the 
many exotic animals at Noah’s Ark. 
“Several students decided they want 
to be animal rescue workers when 
they grow up,” said Ms. Mansfi eld. 
The class grew especially fond of Evi-
dence, whom they “adopted.” They 
visited the zebra on his birthday with 
an edible gift that they had researched, 

purchased, wrapped, and 
decorated. They also met 
Evidence’s caretaker, who 
taught them about the needs 
of zebras. The kids learned 
even more about Evidence 
and how he came to Noah’s 
Ark from a book that they 
purchased for the classroom 
with funds from the mini-
grant.

In December, the class 
made holiday cards for the children in 
the care home. For Valentine’s Day, they 
made gift baskets full of Valentine cards, 
patterned candy necklaces, tissue paper 
fl owers, and more. The students also ran 
a wildly successful book drive at school 
to collect new and gently used children’s 
books for the children’s home. They col-
lected, counted, carried, and presented 
more than 500 books, as well as diapers 
and canned foods, to Noah’s Ark chil-
dren’s home.

Between visits, the class stayed in touch 
with Noah’s Ark by writing letters to Miss 

Foundation Friend: Jerry Brown

When the 
Decatur 
Education 
Foundation 
moved into 
new offi ce 
space in 
downtown 
Decatur, 
Foundation 
Friend Jerry 
Brown was 
there to lend a hand. With donations of 
supplies ranging from a copier to sticky 
notes and a lot in between, Jerry helped 
furnish and stock the Foundation’s new 
home. 

mini-grant stories

Diane, one of the directors. In turn, 
Miss Diane wrote to the class when 
new animals came to Noah’s Ark, and 
she let them know how the children 
there were doing. 

“Every task that the students com-
pleted for the service project was a 
socially conscious way to work on age-
appropriate skills in literacy, math, so-
cial studies, and motor skills,” said Ms. 
Mansfi eld. Through this project, the 
children gained greater appreciation 
for what they have and became more 
aware of how to help others.

taught them about the needs 

purchased for the classroom 

DEF Launches New Website
The Decatur Education Founda-
tion Web site is back and it’s better 
than ever! A wonderful group of 
volunteers worked together to create 
the new design for our site. Special 
thanks to Nancy Condon and Bill 
Andrew for the technical knowhow, 
Lampe-Farley Communications for de-
sign consultation, and Michael Baxter 
of Resonance Marketing for help with 
the copy and articles. Check us out at 
www.decatureducationfoundation.org.

Jerry Brown with Tony Powers
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Harry Edwards Class of 1960 Memorial Scholarship 
2009 winner: Jacob Hamalian
Pictured with Charlotte Rhodes, Peggy Smith and Jimmy Moore, 
DHS Class of 1960

 
Scholarship Awards 2009

Bill Mealor Jr. Memorial Scholarship
2009 winner: Wilson Billingsley
Pictured with Bill Mealor, Stephanie Corder and Marie Mealor

Carl and 
Mae Renfroe 
Memorial 
Scholarship 
2009 winners:  
Matthew Sistrunk and 
Egan Connor Short
Both winners are  
pictured with Frank 
and Sue Tetterton 

The Thomas 
Hauk Memorial 
Scholarship 
2009 winner:  
Ezzard Glenn
Pictured with  
Ann Whitley

The Patrick 
Family 
Foundation 
Scholarship
2009 winner:  
Salle Mack 
Pictured with Hilda 
and Pat Patrick 

The Sarah Lynn 
Woolf Memorial 
Scholarship
2009 winner:  
Olivia Gorbatkin 
Pictured with Bill and 
Donna Woolf 



FALL 2009 • FOUNDATION FOOTNOTES • 9

2009 Outstanding Teachers of the Year
Left to right: Michele Stiger, Colleen Dunbar, Angela Gabriel, Frank 
Valerio, Debra LeDoux, and Kevin McMahon (the district teacher of 
the year)
Not pictured: Kristen Tavel

The Carriere Family Scholarship for Teachers
2009 winner: Marca Tigner 
Pictured with Jane and Ed Carriere

Westchester Life 
Skills Scholarship 
2009 winner: Anna Rose 
Gable 

Mary 
Elizabeth 
Brown 
Wilson 
Scholarship 
2009 winner: 
Shaun Harrison
Pictured with 
Elizabeth Wilson

2009 STAR 
Teacher and 
STAR Student
Julie Martin and 

Anna Rose Gable

Coye Foundation 
Scholarship 
2009 winner: Ahna Kelley

Foundation Friend: Michael Baxter

After nine successful years of 
helping the students of Decatur 
achieve academic and personal 
success, the Foundation knew 
it was time to “tell our story.”  
With the help of marketing 
expert and Foundation Friend 
Michael Baxter of Resonance 
Marketing, the Foundation has 
been successfully sharing our 
stories in both print and elec-
tronic form. 

Kudos to CSD Stars! 

Michael Baxter with Tony Powers



10 • FOUNDATION FOOTNOTES • FALL 2009 • www.decatureducationfoundation.org

TOUR deCATUR 2009 
Seventh TOUR deCATUR Run Breaks Record 

Nearly 1,000 runners and walkers turned out 
March 21 for the Decatur Education Founda-
tion’s seventh annual TOUR deCATUR 5K, 
making it the best-attended Tour race ever. 

The event brought in more than $14,000 for the Foun-
dation, which provides support and enrichment for De-
catur’s children and youth. Funds go toward mini-grants 
and scholarships for students and teachers.

For the second year in a row, the race started at Renfroe 
Middle School and took runners on a course past Win-
nona Park Elementary and Oakhurst Elementary before 
returning to Renfroe. The morning began with a one-mile 
fun run, with many CSD students participating.

Four Decatur 
residents took top 
honors in the race. 
Kristian Blaich was 
the top finisher in 
the 5K (time: 16:50) 
and Jonathan Corso 
was the Masters win-
ner (17:31). Chris-
tine Carlton finished 
first among women 
runners (19:48), 
and Joy Provost was 
first among Masters 
women (24:44).

“The TOUR deCATUR exemplifies how our community can come together to support 
our children and youth,” says Gail Rothman, DEF’s executive director. “This year’s re-
cord attendance is proof positive that Decatur cares.” 

Gold Sponsors 
Arborguard Tree Specialists  
Collins Cooper Carusi Architects  
Jim Ellis Audi Atlanta 
RA-LIN and Associates, Inc. 
Winter Construction

Silver Sponsors 
Agnes Scott College  
Crossfit Decatur 
Decatur Development Authority 
Decatur E-Life Magazine 
Dorough & Dorough 
Function  
Rosser International 
SunTrust Bank

Bronze Sponsors 
Frank Anderson – Edward Jones     
    Investments 
Austin Brown, Inc. 
Data for Solutions  
Fleet Feet Sports 
Fulton Kozak CPAs 
Bill Funk and Gayle Gellerstedt 
Intown Hardware 
Little Shop of Stories 
Emilie Markert - ReMAX Executives 
New Beginning Full Gospel Baptist  
   Church 
Sara and Bill Turnipseed 
Twain’s Billiards  
Universal Joint/Steinbeck’s 
Westbrook, McGrath, Bridges, Orth  
    & Bray 
Mark Whatley – Morgan Keegan 

In-Kind Donations 
Aikido Decatur 
Coca-Cola 
Decatur Yoga & Pilates 
One Step at a Time
Phidippides 
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Save The Date! TOUR deCATUR 2010 is March 20!

TOUR deCATUR 2009 
Thanks to  
Our Sponsors 
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DEF Grants Help Students Gain 
Once-in-a-Lifetime Experience
 Two Decatur High School stu-

dents received grants from the 
Decatur Education Founda-
tion to help cover the costs 

of traveling to Washington, D.C., for 
the historic inauguration of President 
Barack Obama.

Eilis Gehle, a freshman, and Vincent 
Antinozzi, a junior, joined 31 other 
Decatur High School students to at-
tend the inauguration as part of the 
Close Up program. Both received $500 
Student EdVenture grants, which the 
Foundation awards to help students 
gain valuable education experiences.

Most of the DHS students who trav-
eled to D.C. worked last summer and 
fall to raise money for the trip, which 
cost $2,400 per student. Gehle and An-
tinozzi were among seven students who 
applied for DEF’s Student EdVenture 
grants. 

“I’d never been to Washington 
before,” Gehle said, adding that 
the swearing-in ceremony was a 
moment she will never forget. “You 
could see all of these people waving 
fl ags – and to see that many people 
who cared about our country and 
president was just amazing.”

Chris Billingsley, a DHS social 
studies teacher, said the students par-
ticipated in programs from 8:30 in 
the morning until 10 at night. They 
staged a mock presidential campaign 
and election, visited a number of area 
attractions and attended the Close Up 
inaugural ball.

EdVenture scholarship recipients 
complete an application that details their 
interest in a subject and why they would 
benefi t from the trip. They also submit 
two teacher recommendations. DEF 
awards as many as fi ve scholarships per 

trip, depending on available funding.
More information on DEF’s 

EdVentures program can be found at 
www.decatureducationfoundation.org.

Once-in-a-Lifetime Experience

Student EdVentures

Low Country Boil No. 6
Bigger, Better, Shrimpier

The Low Country Boil, 
one of DEF’s two signa-
ture fundraising events, 

stretched its legs last year with 
a move to the Solarium in 
Oakhurst. It was a cool eve-
ning for some hot food, cold 
drinks and plenty of great 
music from Atlanta Cajun 
favorites Hair of the Dog and 
The Dammages. 

The Seventh Annual Low 
Country Boil is scheduled for 
Thursday, Oct. 22, 6:30 p.m., 
at the Solarium, 321 Hill St. 
Your $50 ticket includes food, 
beer, wine, soft drinks, and 
a T-shirt. Make plans to join us 
for Low Country Boil 
No. 7 on October 22. 

complete an application that details their 

Eilis Gehle

Vincent Antinozzi 
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2008 Sponsors
Agents
Badda Bing
The Cla-Neel Company
Lampe-Farley Communications
Maven Resources

Editor
W.F. Floyd Construction

Associate Editors
The Solarium
Hair of the Dog

Authors
Decatur First Bank
Collins Cooper Carusi Architects
Lenz
Personal Care
Peak Focus
Winter Construction
Voila
Rosser
Nova Engineering and 
     Environmental
Dunlavy Law Group
RA-LIN and Associates, Inc.
Art Institute of Atlanta-Decatur

Get your tickets for Low Country Boil No. 7 now! Visit www.decaturlowcountryboil.com for information.



12 • FOUNDATION FOOTNOTES • FALL 2009 • www.decatureducationfoundation.org

Giving Back: Allan Coye 

His education has taken him 
to New York, London, 
and Yale University. Now 
Decatur High School gradu-
ate Allan Coye (’97) wants 

to give something back to Decatur.
Last spring, he did just that by creating a 

scholarship fund through the Decatur Ed-
ucation Foundation. The Coye Foundation 
Scholarship made its first award of $1,000 
to Ahna Kelley, a 2009 Decatur High grad 
who is now attending the University of 
Georgia.

Coye, 29, received his under-
graduate degree from Georgia 
Tech. He pursued a career in fi-
nance, doing internships on Wall 
Street and in London, and has 
worked for powerhouses Credit 
Suisse and Lehman Brothers. 

He recently decided to take time 
off to earn an MBA. He has just 
started his graduate studies at Yale.

Coye has worked with young people 
throughout his career. He created the Allan 
Coye Foundation to increase educational 

Since 1986, achievements of students, teachers and volunteers from 
City Schools of Decatur have been recognized and celebrated at an 
annual awards banquet organized and funded through the efforts of 
Susan Purdom and the Support Group. It is with great respect and 

admiration for Susan that DEF has accepted the opportunity to present this 
outstanding annual event. Here are some photos of award recipients from 
the 2009 banquet, the first produced by DEF. 

  Extra Mile Awards
Teachers at City Schools of Decatur work hard and put in a lot of effort in their 
teaching jobs, but each year the awards banquet recognizes teachers that have 
gone the “extra mile” for their students. These awards are student-nominated. 

Winners and Presenters
Tiffany Moody, Oakhurst Elementary, nominated by Will Hertz
Jill Simmons, Winnona Park Elementary, nominated by Jonathan Marcus
Russell Stewart, Glennwood Academy, nominated by Eva Ramirez
Jackie Thiesen, Glennwood Academy, nominated by Joey Emerson
Rodney Thomas, Glennwood Academy, nominated by Ben Goldberg
Cindy Tarrant, Renfroe Middle School, nominated by Zoe Laird
Jon Reese, Decatur High School, nominated by Neima Abdulahi

opportunities for minorities, and 
he hopes to expand the scholar-
ship offered through DEF..

Coye remembers how the City 
Schools of Decatur helped build 
his confidence through activities 
like soccer, swim team, drama 
and debate.

“It provided me with a small 
and supportive community where I could 
try a lot of things,” he says of his educa-
tion here. “I’m thankful to be a part of the 
Decatur community.”

Administrator  
of the Year

City Schools of Decatur’s 
Administrator of the Year for 
2008-2009 is Renfroe Middle 

School Principal Bruce 
Roaden. He’s pictured here 

with Superintendent  
 Phyllis Edwards.

Volunteer of the Year
At every school in our system, volunteers log hundreds of hours: 
writing newsletters, cooking spaghetti dinners, mulching gardens, 
reading to students, tutoring, raising money…the list goes on. 
Each year we ask the schools to choose one volunteer who has as-
sisted the school community in significant ways.  

School 	 Volunteer of the Year
Clairemont Elementary 	 Robert Pope
Oakhurst Elementary   	 Beth Thompson
Winnona Park Elementary	 Michele Hillegass 
Glennwood Academy 	 Tom Boyette
Renfroe Middle School	 Terri Kruzan
Decatur High School 	 Kenneth Nuttall 

Awards Banquet



FALL 2009 • FOUNDATION FOOTNOTES • 13

Anthony Powers
Past Chair

Leslie Munson
Chair

Carol Ellis Morgan
Secretary  

Charles Orth
Treasurer

Candler Broom Susan Cobleigh Walt Drake Phyllis Edwards Jim Eley William F. Floyd William J. Funk 

Gayle Gellerstedt Lindsay Jones John Joyner      Eliabeth Kiss Rich Mahaffey Emilie Markert Lyn Menne Katie Pedersen

Marty Sadler Jimmy Smith Judy Turner Sara Turnipseed Eric Willis Bob Wilson Valarie Wilson

Decatur
Education
Foundation
Board of Directors 2009-2010
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Financial Report 2008-2009
Revenue and support

Unrestricted contributions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $147,630
Restricted contributions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $62,615
In-kind support   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $47,879

Expenses:
Management and general.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $19,098
Fundraising   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $19,482
Program activities (funded).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $157,945
 

Total year-end assets:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $480,574

Paula Collins
Chair-Elect

The DEF 
bade 
a fond 
farewell 

to Sherri Breunig, 
the Foundation’s 
founding execu-
tive director, who 
retired in Octo-
ber 2008. With 
a tribute at the 
Low Country Boil, 
the Foundation 
thanked Sherri for 
all her work in helping to grow DEF from an idea into a successful 
and strong organization that has affected hundreds of lives in our 
community. The photograph was presented to Sherri at the 2008 
Low Country Boil.

DEF Bids Farewell to 
Sherri Breunig
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Summa Cum Laude  
$10,000 +
Patrick Family Foundation
Bill and Donna Woolf
Warren and Augusta Hume 

Foundation

Cum Laude  
$2,000-$9,999

Collins, Cooper, Carusi Architects
Community Center of South 

Decatur
Decatur Festival Inc.
Bill Funk and Gayle Gellerstedt
Henry Luce Foundation, Inc.
Rich and Beth Mahaffey
Charlie and Elizabeth Orth
Ra-Lin and Associates, Inc.
Rosser International, Inc.
SunTrust Banks, Inc.
Sara and Bill Turnipseed
Thomas and Julie Van Soelen
John and Barbara Vining
Bob and Lynda Wilson
The Winter Construction 

Company

Valedictorians  
$1,000-$1,999
Jane and Ed Carriere
The Coye Foundation
W.F. Floyd Construction, Inc.
Gas South
IBM employee – Anonymous
Emilie and Bill Markert
Gene Morse
Richard Pittman
The Little Shop of Stories

Salutatorians   
$500-$999
Agnes Scott College
Art Institute of Atlanta-Decatur
Matthew Berberich
Candler and Colline Broom
Clairemont Elementary School
Martha Clinkscales
Decatur Arts Alliance, Inc.
Decatur Downtown Development 

Authority
Decatur First Bank
Decatur High School
Kathy and David Dorough
Walt and Beverly Drake
Dunlavy Law Group
Phyllis Edwards
Karen Eldridge
Emory University
Glennwood School PTO
Jim Ellis Atlanta, Inc.
John and Marceil Joyner
Gloria Lee
Lenz Marketing
Linda Rutherford-Sadler and Marty 

Sadler
Marc and Stacy Wisniewski
Bill Mealor
J. Tom and Carol Ellis Morgan
Alice Murray
Nova Engineering and 

Environmental
Oakhurst PTA
Renfroe Middle School PTA
The Support Group, Inc.
Robert Tolbert
Judy Turner

Ann Whitley and Doug Singleton
Winnona Park Elementary PTA

Dean’s List $250-$500
Austin Brown, Inc.
Bicycle South, Inc.
Vicki Brasfield
Louise Buchanan
Mary McCall Cash and Stephen Cash
William Choate
Mary and Colquitt Clark III
The Clorox Company Foundation 

Employee Giving Campaign
Susan A. Cobleigh
Paula Collins and Julie Scher
Data for Solutions
Edward Jones Investments
Jim and Mattie Eley
Jim and Mary Farmer
Fleet Feet Sports
Saadia Foy
Rebecca Frakes and Paul Spearman
John and Julie Freeman
Fulton & Kozak
Gary and Patti Garrett
Mike Glenn Foundation
Don L. Griffith
Gary Hauk
Sara Hauk
Aaron and Michele Hillegass
Hall, Hirsh, McDaniel LLC
Lindsay Jones
Rhoda and Doug Joyner
Anna Kandrach
Patrick and Suzanne Kennedy
Kenny King
Theresa Link
Martha and Stephan Monroe
Lyn and Doug Menne
Jim Moore
Leslie Munson
New Beginning Full Gospel Baptist 

Church
Joanne Nurss
Oakhurst Elementary School
Katherine Pedersen
Robert Pope and Theresa 

Robinson-Pope
Anthony and Leisa Powers
Joyce Reedy
Rebecca Rhodes
Mary and Donald Rigger
Wayne and Donna Robertson
Chantrice Rogers
Alan and Meg Rosselot
Louis Sarasohn
Lydia Sharian
Henry and Ellen Cliburn Slack
Jimmy and Connie Smith
R. Stephen Roberts
Twain’s Billiards
Rex and Sacra Vaughan
Mark Whatley
Kyle Williams
Eric Willis

Principal’s List  
$100-$249      
Jon and Frances Abercrombie
David Adelman
John and Becky Ahmann
Doug Altizer and Gail Rothman
Cynthia Andrews
Joseph Austin
Decatur School of Ballet
Julie and Tom Barefoot

Paul C. Colby and Marion D. Barker
Pamela Barnes
James Baskett
Michael and Sara Baxter
Charles and Gail Bell
Andrew Bell
Diana Berman
Jenna Black
Bill and Haqiqa Bolling
James and Patty Bonner
Heather and John Borowski
Sherri and Mike Breunig
Elaine Brockman
Brown Manufacturing Co., Inc.
Jerry Brown
Susan Bundschu
Carol Burgess
Jane Carr
Gerald and Nancy Cesnick
Herbert and Kymberly Chereck
Stanley Chesowsky
Lilabet and Bill Choate
Rhiannon Clark
Clean My Pooch
Club of Hearts, Inc.
Catherine Coblin
Toni Cook
Ann Strickland Cooper
David and Suzanne Crenshaw
Wade and Ildiko Danis
Susan Danner
Dave’s Landscaping
Alicia Denton
John and Ashley Drake
Linda Dunlavy
Eliza Ellison
Herman Eure
Ron Everett
Nancy Fleming
Bill and Sydney Floyd
Minnie Foster
Keith Fowler and Marcia Bryant-

Fowler
Vanessa Diane Frazier
Gibson Chiropractic Clinic PC
Glennwood Elementary
Edward and Barbara Goodloe
Joe Gottardy
Michael Harbin and Rowena 

Worrall
Michael Harbin
Lee Ann Harvey
Dr. Gary Hauk and Sara Porter Hauk
Robert Hill
Rik Hodge
Scot Hollonbeck
Kimberly and Gerald Houston
Elizabeth Howard
William T. Hudson Jr.
Chase and Suzanne Jerol
Jeanne Johnson
Sibyl Johnson
Lewis and Tamara Jones
Sharon Jones
Dean Jones
Don Keiser
Mary Elizabeth Kelly
Jack Kittle and Annie Godfrey
James Lambing
Gloria and Oliver Lee
Lew Lefton
Robert and Nancy Leitch
Kim and Jay Lyle
Mary Mack
Joseph and Elizabeth Mahany
Joe Martin and Evelyn Polk
David and Elizabeth McAlister

Jane McClendon
McCurdy and Candler
Amy McDaniel
Mike and Leslie McGuire
Ellis and Gordon McIntyre
Lauri McKain-Fernandez
Kevin McMahon
Walt McMann
Mary Miller
David Mobley
Kristi and Eddy Mueller
Amelia Murphy
Eileen Murphy
Cheryl Nahmias
Bryan Neumeier and Joseph Marlar
Rodger Nishioka
Nancy Noblett
Polly Nodine
Stephanie O’Brien
Jonathan Orr
James and Lisa Owen
Johnny Panos
Connie and Greg Perry
Dianne B. Perry
Cynthia A. Petersen
Laura and Sandy Peyton
Paul and Catherine Pierce
James C. Platt Jr.
Michael and Nan Pratt
Susan Ellis and Wayne Purdom
Bob and Jane Reinhart
Julie and Rhett Rhame
Maureen Richmond
Dawn Rivera
Steve and Lynda Roberts
Patricia Rouse
Linda Sabo
Fran Scher
Paul and Rosemary Schneringer
Sam Schwartz
Graneze Scott
Isaac and Bernadette Seals
Tom Seetoo
Nancy Seideman
Robert Settle
Paul Sharian
Martha Shepherd
Dr. Vee Simmons
Gary and Diane Simms
Lucia H. Sizemore
Tom and Killian Smith
Cynthia and Rick Snider
Tim Sobon and Christian Dell 

Sobon
Carolyn and Harv Soff
Alvin and Janet Solomon
Sonz Fitness
Jane Ellen Speers
Nathan and Rachelle Spell
John and Gloria Spencer
Hildreth B. Stafford
Tom Stubbs
Heather and Harvey Sutton
Tastings
Jim and Joann Taylor
Richard Taylor and Raye Ann Viers
Vance Taylor
Celeste Tibbets
Adam Tichelaar
June Torrance
Stephen Clayton Perry Ttee
The Village Vets
Margaret Waterbury
Winfred and Heidi Westbrook
Doug Whitehead
Heather E. Whitman
Ian and Elizabeth Williams

W. Loren and Susan Clark Williams
Carter and Valarie Wilson
Elizabeth Wilson
Trojanell Wilson
Winnona Park Elementary School
Greg Wiseman
Elise Witt
Jonathan Woodroof
Lyman and Leisa Wray
Charles Young 

Honor Roll 
$50-$99
Elizabeth Ansley Allen
Kathleen Allen
Janet Amos
Tina and Russ Atchley
Carla Attenborough
Marty Avant
Stephanie Baker
Steven Bartl
Robert Biebel
Jessie Bitetti-Griffin
Steven and Paula Bloom
Ruby Bock
Mary A. “Bertie” Bond
Rhonda Bowden
Fred and Jane Boykin
Erin Braden
Angie Brady
Alexis Bramhall
David and Catherine Brim
M.Carolyn Brooks-Collins
Stacey J. Brown
Stella Brown
James and Beth Broyles
Tommy Burda
Mark Burnette
Joel and Holly Bush
Wynne Callaway
Keith and Dana Calleja
Julia Glenn Carter
Catherine Chapman
Cristen Chester
Sandra Cho
Jeana Coleman
Shannon Connolly
Anita Corbett
Beth Costello
Michael and Michelle Cotter
Robert Culpepper
Debra Y. Dobson
Amy Doyle
Donald and Genevieve Edwards
Jerry and Jean Eickhoff
Patricia and Alfred Enloe
Susan Eppley
Amy N. Evans
Stephanie Everett
Douglas and Corinne Fantz
Laura Fehrs and Keith Magnes
Joan Fisher
Steve Foran
Douglas and Donna Fortenberry
Dale Froneberger and Rose Rudd
Sandra Fuller
Melanie Funk
Chris Gagnon
Stephen and Pamela Gannon
Richard and Janet Garland
Jeffery Gold
Sue and Marcus Googer
Steve and Laurie Gorbatkin
Susan and Joseph Greco
Dennis and Judy Greene
Karen Grier
Kristen Haley

Sept. 1, 2008, to Aug.  31, 2009

September 1, 2007-August 31, 2008

Honor Roll of Supporters 2008-2009
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Nancy and Paul Hamalian
Matt Hanes
Elizabeth Hannah
Delores Harper
Courtney Hartnett
David and Debbie Hauk
Tracy and David Heaberlin
Karen and Jimmy Hearn
Cristine Hellerstein
Laura Henderson
Adam and Robin Hentz
Roy Herring III
Ann and Robert Hesskamp
Julie Hillyer
Neron and Laurie Hinton
Stacy H Holloway
John Holyoak
Donald Hooten
John Hudson
Sheila Hunt
Magnus Nilsson and Ilivette 

Hidalgo-Nilsson
Mavis Ivy
Lea-Anne Jackson
Alexander Johnson
Leslie and Brad Joiner
Stacey Jones
Jill Joplin
Richard and Michelle Katz
David Kirk
Elizabeth Kiss
Sandra Kruger
Robbin Lang
Scarlet G. Lanier
Holly and Willard Lariscy
Thomas and Elaine Lauth
Debra Le Doux
Kendra Leffingwell
Mary Lerchen
Deb Lickhalter
Parker Lincoln
Amanda Lockhart-Keener
Paul and Conni Lombardo
Amy and Gary Lusk
Brooks and Agnes Mackintosh
Angie Macon
Scott Marrah
Kenneth and Eugenia Massingale
Jim and Beverly McAdoo
Susan and Tony McCullar
Carol McCullough
Lockey McDonald
Terry S. McGehee
Jodi McGill
Richard and Dale McGowan
Lori and Robert McLemore
Betty Meek
Walter and Kimiko Miller
Chris and Martha Moore-Keish
Stephanie Moss
James and Maria Mullins
Wanda Nesbitt
Vi Nguyen
Neil Norton
Matthew and Elizabeth O’Brien
Mary Margaret Oliver
Janet Olsen
Aida Oquendo-Graulau
Christopher Parizo
Ashley Parnell
Pat and Hilda Patrick
Marcia Pauly
Thomas and Janice Pedersen
Louise and Andy Plankenhorn
Jared Poley
Michael and Deborah Pollack
Theresa Prestwood and Gary Falcon
Michael Provencial and Jerylann 

Warner
H. Lee and Katherine Pruett
Lori Purselle
Matt and Kathryn Purselle
Shannon and Patrick Putman
Victoria Queen
Lateefah Raheem
Gabriel Ramirez and Lisa Whittle
Brian G. Randall
John and Karen Rawle
Vivian Reed
Maria Reguero
Robert Reno
Jeremy and Jennifer Rhett
Dusty and Charlotte Rhodes
Susan Riley
Dee Anna Rittenhouse
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ritenhouse
Stefan Ritter and Muffy Blu
Bruce Roaden
Bonnie Roberts
Fred and Susan Roberts
R. Malika Robins
Mike Robson
Terrence and Robin Rock
Shelley Rogers
James and Lori Ronca
Jay Rood
Phil Ross
Gail Rothman
Julie Royer and Nancy Noblett
Edwin Rumsey
Pamela Russell
Kevin and Lyn Ryter
Kevin Ryter
Lorri Sands
Theresa Schilling
Margaret Schuelke
Philip Sharpton
Sigurd Roarke Inc
Patricia Solomon
Grace Song
Linda C. Spadaccini
Jonathan and Sarah Spencer
Mia Spolan
Duane Sprull
Monica Swann
Sue and Frank Tetterton
Virginia Cox Thompson
Robyn Tibbetts
Carol Tobias
Eric and Linda Tumperi
Amber Tyree
Frank Valerio
Jeff and Leah Vaughan
David and Bridget Vaughn
Amy Weaver
Paul and Amy Weisbecker
Erin Wheeler
Patrick and Lisa Whelchel
Robert and Frances Wiggins
David and Georgee Wiley
Russell Williams
Heidi Williams-Cooper
Caroline Wood
Gloria Woodward-Glasser
April Yenson
Robert E. Yongue
Starr Zalanka
Jennifer Zreloff  

Teacher’s Pet 
up to $50
Mark and Carol Acres
Margaret Adam
Ann Clay Adams and C. Fritz Bogar
Gregory A. Adams
Laci Adams

Richard Adams
Lynda Adamson
Georges Alameddine and Denise 

Davidson
Janet Aldredge-Byars
Gloria Ann Alexander
Paul Allen
Leigh and David Altman
Gary Anderson
Kathryn Anderson
David and Andrea Arnold
Devin Ayers
Anne Baca
Kyle R. Bailey
Mary Lynne Bailey
Alan Balch
Greg and Erin Barnes
Samuel and Kelly Barry
Max Baxley
Herbert Benario
Teresa Bender
Stephanie Stuckey Benfield
Benjamin Benson
Ann Berg
Beverly Beyer
Jeffrey and Mary Ann Bier
Mary and Chris Billingsley
Sarah Faith Black
Kristian Blaich
Albert Bodine
Dawn Bolton
Julie Booth-Lamirand
Nancy Borgschulte
Elizabeth and William Borland
Kim Boswell
Ryan Boyd
Tommy Boyette
Conway Brackett
Bernadine Bramblett
Richard Brandt
Kurt and Kim Braunsroth
Jane Brawley
Bobby Brewington
Brian and Tracy Hammer
Tim Bricker
Michael and Karen Brierley
Lesley Brogan and Linda Ellis
Jason Broth
Amy Brown and Brian Mendelsohn
Annette Brown
John and Leslie Brown
Leah Bryan
Amy and James Bryant
Michael and Denise Burfield
Bryan Crawford Burkes
Matthew Burna
Grace Burnett
Karen Butler
Jonathan Callicutt
Angelic Campbell
Lisa Carlson
Matthew and Christine Carlton
Wallace Carr
Susan E. Carroll
Kristina Carter
Rob Cartwright
Cara Cassell
Marianne Cassidy
Robert Castellani
Richard Catrambone
Jason and Amy Cattanach
Usha and Stepeh Caudill
Melissa Chanin
Rainey Chapman
Amy Chastain and Wesley Cribb
Frank Chiu
Alan and Wendie Clark
Mary Ann Clark

Christopher Clark
Summer Clayton
Christina Clayton
Charles and Rachel Cochran
Pierre and Julie Coiron
Anthony Colbert
Dana Cole
College Heights Early Childhood 

Learning Center
Ms. Raiko N. Collier
Kim Connally
Ann Connor and A.B. Short
Susan Conolly-Horne
Terry Conway
Gerry Cook and Rachel Henning
Cynthia Cook
Kathleen Copeland
Amelia Copp
Jonathan and Elizabeth Corso
Steve Cowan
Lisa Crawford
Alfred Cronin
Susan Crooks
Teresa Cross
Janie Culbertson
Stacey Daniel
Googie Daniels
Shirline Daubon
Elke Davidson
Dustin Davis
Laura Deming
Fellowship Class DFUMC
Joy Dodson
Emily Dove
Tiffany and David Downs
John Drake
Amanda Duckworth
Paul Duda
Mark Duedall
Colleen Dunbar
Virginia Duval
Charles E. Edwards Jr. and  

Donna B. Edwards
Shronda Edwards
Meghan Egger
John Ehrensperger
Douglas and Robin Eidle
Alison Elko
Kelly Elliott
Rachel Elliott
Luke and Rachel Ellis
John Ellis
Kristen Embry
Bo Emerson and Maureen Downey
Paul and Caroline Enloe
Caroline Enloe
Kenneth and Vivian Ernstes
Mike Ernstes
Hopie W. Eubanks
Donna Farmer
Eric Fender
Lee Fidler
Rebecca Fiscal
Callien Flanigan
Karen Flowers
Lori Flowers
Elizabeth Flynn
Patricia Forero
Iris L Fosky
Skip and Jill Fossett
Veronica Fountain
Eddie and Anne Fowlkes
Iris Franklin
Nicholle Freireich
Brian Frentress
Rosemary Frier
Jeanette Fullard
Ruth Fuller

Kathleen Gaboardi and Jerrold 
Dubner

Sally Gainey
Susan Gauthier
Alice Gerstel
Lynne F. Gillespie
Nancy Gimbel
Maggie Gleason
Margaret Glover
Kathleen  and Timothy Goble
Eric Goldstein
Frank and Ruth Golley
Jan and Buddy Goodloe
Allison Goodman
Ellis Goodwin
Michael Goodwin
Mary Scott Gould
Michelle and Joel Gould
Janice Goumillout
Kristi Greco
Nicole Gregoricus and Christopher 

Galbraith
Josh Guerrieri
Thelma Guinn
Jeff and Kristen Guthrie
Sue Hackett
Jeffery Hall
Laura Hall
Jacquelyn Hambrick
Henry and Christine Hamilton
Teri Hammond and Michael Lee
Sky Hancock
Kathy Harber
David Harbin
Jo Harpring
Angelique Harris
Donald and Hannah Harris
Margaret Harris
Robert Harris
Michael Hartman and Elizabeth 

Kuenzi
Elaine Harvey
Michelle Hash
Paul and Cleora Hauk
Micki Havard
Karen I. Hawkins
Louly Hay-Kapp
Scott Hayward
Farrah Heard
Shauna Heath
Jim and Mellisa Heffner
Chris Heiden
Lauren Henderson
Margaret Henry
Dianna Herron-Watson
Lisa Heusel-Gillig
Dionne Hicks
Debra Hiers
Kim. Higdon
Jessica Hill
Christine Hinds
Russell Hiner
Johanna M. Hinman
Matthew Hogben and Mary Egnor
Quentin and Lynn Holden
Robert Holland
Chris Holland
Patrick and Wendy Holmes
David Horslev
Cynthia Houston
Bill and Gue Hudson
Casie and David Hughes
John and Stacey Hughes
Ellen Hughes
Sara Hughes
Carol Hunstein
Charles Hunter
Katherine Hunter



Raye Anne Hurst
Greg Hutcheson
Laura Hyman
Jason Insogna
Linda Insogna
Dale Ioannides
E. Kathryn (Kat-I) Irwin
Brandi Iryshe
Ken Jackson
Joyce Jaleel
Kathy Januzelli
Robert and Amy Jeffery
Mark Jeffrey
Susan Jennings
Faybian Johnny
Francis Johnson
Jerusha Johnson
Kimberly Johnson
Tony Johnson
Kathryn Johnson
Sara Joiner
David Joiner
Daniel Jones
Gail Jones
Kimberly Jones
Jessica Jonker
Thomas Jorgensen and Helle 

Andersen
Danette Joslyn-Gaul
Heather Joys
Sheri and Jon Katinsky
Susan and Michael Katz
Russell Kaye
Rodney Kazemi
Katy Keese
Wendy Keith-Ott
Carol Keller
Christine Kempton
Donald Kendrick
Ashley Kerns
Daniel Kidder and Lisa Armistead
Allen King
Jennifer King
Karen Koonce
Tara Koski
Gil Kulers
Kathryn Enniss Lapolla
Nancy Larson
Donna Lee
Deborah Lester
Antonio Leung
Dana Levitan
Eliana Lew
Alisa Lewis
Heidi Liefer
Edie Lindsay
Carla Linkous
Joshua and Leah Locke
Allison Low

John and Kathy Lucy
Janine Madaffari
John Manasso
Meg and Frank Manning
Pamela Marcus
Kathy Marker
Aaron Marks
Julia Martin
Richard and Mary Mathey
Juliet Mavromatis
Robert Maxfield
David and Pamela Maxson
Devin McGraw
Lauri McKain-Fernandez
Neill and Rhonda McKay
Marty McKinnon
Mary McMahon
Laura McNamara
Paige McNeal
Shawn Merritt
Catherine T. Meyer
Juergen Meyer
Danielle Mikell
Jane Miller
Kristen and Michael Miller
Mike Miller
Oscar Mitchell
Charles and Laura Molton
Patricia Moncure
Janet Montgomery
Anne Moore
Matthew Moore
Patrick and Elizabeth Moore
Ola Kate Morgan
Kelly and Karen Morris
Allen Morris
Charlie Morris
Catherine Munson and Kelly 

Thompson
Cindy Murphy-Tofig and Dana Tofig
Dustye Muse
Jennifer Musser
Tasj-Mari Myers
Giffney and Geoffrey Nagel
Linda Nalley
Brooke Nation
Katherine Nelson-Daniel
Wanda Nesbitt
Karen Newton
Carmen Newton
Richard (Rick) Norton
Anita O’Brien
Rivers Odendahl
Chelsea O’Halloran
Mark and Brenda Oprisch
Aida Lizzette Oquendo
Kim Ouellette
Doug Overstreet
Joel Paine

Bill and Betty Painter
Jennifer Pangyanszki
Marise Parent
Brenda Parker
Greg and Kristen Parker
Beth Allyn Parker
Brenda Parker
Lexie Parker
Monique Parker-Bailey
Henry Parkman
Nicki Parks
Lisa Paulsen
Jane Peavy
Reba Pelot
Dr. Gerard Pendrick
Courtney Perrin
Nedra Perry
Jill Perry-Smith
Oliver and Carmen Peters
Emil and Doris Petronzi
Orlando Pichardo
Fred Pitman
Laura Pitts
Suzanne Plishka
Dean Polk
Ashley Pollard
Page Porter
Christie Powell
Charlie Price
Tim Prichard
Joy Provost
Harold Rall
Michelle Ramsey
Penelope Ratliff
Ernestine Reasor
Jon Reese
Nancy Regan
Vera Kate Reid
Price and Roberta Reinert
Julie Rhame
Karla Riker
Frances Riley
Olivia Roller
Lori Ronca
Flora Rosefsky
Nell Ruby
Royce Ruland
Ben Scott Russell
Bryan Russell
Caroline Saffo
Jessica Sales
Eric and Irene Sandler
Jeanne and Clement Sansone
Martha J. Sansone
Cullen Sapp
Anthony Scalese
Alex Schaefer
John Scheafbauer
Colleen Schlenke

Richard Schutzenhofer
Chris and Anne Sciarrone
Alvone Scott
Margaret Scott
Erika Scowley
Luke Seder
Clarence F. Seeliger
Nathaniel Selman
Nkenge Ayoka Shakir
Mohamud Sheileh
Ken Sherman
Robert and Roberta Silliman
Robert and Rebecca Simkins
Karen Simmons
Tammara Sinkfield
Lynn Sisler
Joe and Anna Sitz
Keith and Loreen Siver
Donna Maria Smith
Peggy Smith
Fred Smith
Heather Smith
John P. Sommer
Karen and Matt Soorikian
Joan Ann Spaldo
Duane Sprull
Rosalind Staib
Douglas and Alice Stark
Arthur Starr
Jeffrey and Shannon Staton
Brenan Stearns
Regina Stephenson
Christine Sterne
Dona Stewart
Allyson Stewart
Michele Stiger
Clarence Strickland
Mary Strickland
Robert and Leslie Stuart
Anne and William Studstill
Anne Studstill
Sarah Sucharski
Marcine Sullivan
David and Theresa Taube
Kristine Taylor
Alice Teeter
Jacqueline Theisen
Benjamin Thoele
Glenn Thomas
Rodney Thomas
Julanda Thompson
Beth Thompson
LaWanda Thompson
Authurine Thornton
Kristen Thornton-Webb
Harald and Laura Thorsrud
Robyn Florence Tibbetts
Christopher Tilton
Matt and Greta Tinaglia

Nora Maija Tocups
Diana Toney
Robert Townley
Mark and Penny Treese
Wendy Trenum-Nalley
Karen Truitt
Linda A. Valleroy
Jody van Schoor
Becky and Robert Vinson
Tifenn Vinton
Gail Vogels
Argean Vokes
Angela Wade
Austin Waldrop
Sally Wallace
Nancy Wall-Huber
Mike Walsh
Willie Washington
Bernie Wasserman
Anna Watkins
Melanie Watson
Dana Wertz
Devon and Erik Weston
John and Carrie Wheeler
Shannon Wheeler
Kathy Whorton
Tabitha Wiedower
Hannah Wiles
Jeremy Wilkes
David E. Williams
Kerri J. Williams
Peter and Janet Williams
Arlethea Williams
Christopher Williamson
Devon Wilson and Jeffrey Rogers
Amy and Jay Wilson
Robert and Julie Wilson
John Wilsterman
Vickie Wingard
Julia Wingard
Scott Winn
Charles and Connie Wirth
William Withers
Angie Witz
Brett Witz
John Womack
Russell Wood
Nancy C. Woodley
Dana Wright
Frank and Jennifer Wynne
Perry Pei-Ju Yang
Wendy Lee Yang
Pamela Yetunde
Nellie Young
Ashley Young-Roesler
Glenn Ziesenitz
Chris Zimbardo
Margret Zmrazek
Justin Zweig

DONATE TO DEF! HELP US REACH OUR 2009 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND GOAL OF $70,000




